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SUBJECT OVERVIEW 

There will be guest 
speakers from the 
Crown Prosecution 
Service and lawyers 
who specialise in 
criminal defence.

Law is fluid and continually developing, influenced and changed by 
everyday events. This is an exciting and stimulating course covering the 
operation of the English legal system. 

Learn about the principles of law-making and dispute-solving as well as 
the basics of criminal liability and negligence.

Every citizen should have a working knowledge of the law and how to 
exercise their rights the study of law is for everyone, not just lawyers. 
This course will provide you with a knowledge and understanding 
of the main principles of English and Welsh law.
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YEAR ONE COURSE CONTENT
The Nature of Law and the English Legal System:

This unit will give you an in depth understanding of the 

law making process, the court system and introduce you 

to the differences between civil and criminal law. You 

will also understand the important role that solicitors, 

barristers, magistrates and judges play in the English 

legal system.

Criminal Law:

This unit introduces the concepts of liability in criminal 

law. You will learn about non-fatal offences, including 

assault and grievous bodily harm.

Tort:

You will be introduced to the law of negligence and 

understand the process of taking someone to court. 

You will also develop an understanding of Economic 

Loss and Psychiatric Injury.

YEAR TWO COURSE CONTENT
The Nature of Law and the English Legal System:

As well as everything in Year One, this unit will 

explore the deeper concepts of law drawing upon 

the central principles of justice, morality, fault and 

judicial creativity. You will consider the importance of 

these principles in relation to the course as a whole, 

drawing upon both civil and criminal law as well as 

topical issues in the news.

Criminal Law:

In addition to what you have learnt in Year One, you 

will look at homicide which includes murder and 

manslaughter and also property offences such as theft, 

robbery, criminal damage and blackmail. You will also 

examine defences such as self-defence and intoxication.

Tort:

Including what you have learnt in Year One, you will 

explore the areas of Nuisance and Vicarious Liability, 

which is where employers may be liable on your behalf. 

As well as Occupiers’ Liability which concerns the duty 

of care owed to people who visit or trespass on your 

property.

Contract:

In this unit, you will develop an understanding of 

contract law which includes formation of contract, terms 

of a contract and exclusion clauses.

WHAT DOES THIS COURSE 
PREPARE ME FOR?
A level Law will provide you with an excellent grounding 

and head start to a law degree. A qualifying law degree 

(LLB) will enable you to progress to become a solicitor or 

barrister. If you do not wish to practice law you may be 

interested in careers in the police force, the court or 

prison service, or even other authorities such as social 

services.

COURSE SUPPORT AND ENRICHMENT
You will have the opportunity to be involved in mock 

trials and visits to local Magistrates and Crown Courts as 

well as other national places. We also invite in speakers 

to give you an insight into their career. 

YEAR TWO ASSESSMENT
Exam Paper One: 2 hours (33% of A level)

Exam Paper Two: 2 hours (33% of A level)

Exam Paper Three: 2 hours (33% of A level)
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